The relationship between uterine contractions, fetal movements and fetal heart rate patterns in the active phase of labor.
The relationship between fetal movements, fetal heart rate and uterine contractions was studied with a computerized system in 18 parturients during the active phase of labor. 80% of FHR accelerations and 39% of uterine contractions were associated with fetal trunk movements. The probability of association was greater in longer movements and larger accelerations. 98% of fetal movements which lasted 10-15 s, 98% of accelerations with an amplitude of 25-30 bpm and 96.4% of accelerations with a duration of 40-50 s were associated with fetal trunk movements.